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Ireland seems to have thought that its favourite linen manu-
facture would  make great progress.     The attitude of the
majority of the people was one of apathy; it was felt that a
measure, backed by the British Parliament and the British
army, could not be withstood ; but unquestionably a minority,
growing in strength, inclined very decidedly towards a Union.
The Union was accomplished by evil means; nor was it
a well conceived measure, even within the narrow limits traced
out by Pitt.    The Irish and British Legislatures were merely
combined,  and emerged in  a single  Imperial   Parliament;
Ireland retained the Viceroy, a separate Government, a sepa-
rate Administration, separate Courts of Justice, even separate
Exchequers for a  considerable  time.     The shadow of an
independent State was suffered  to   exist;   as Foster truly
predicted, an occasion was offered to demands to give the
shadow substance; the consequences have not proved to be
fortunate.   The worst feature, however, of the Union was this:
j what should have been its most vital part was not found in it;
| Catholic Emancipation, a provision for the priests, even the
* commutation of the tithe were left out; Catholic Ireland was
: still deprived of legitimate rights.    The remaining portions of
1 the scheme were of less importance, and do not deserve peculiar
attention.    The maintenance of the Established Church was
made a solemn and fundamental law; with what results time
was to show in its fulness; the settlement of the Land was
left, of course, as it was; but undoubtedly the hope of pre-
serving this had weight with numbers of the landed gentry,
alarmed at the threats, uttered in 1798, to undo the confis-
cations of the past.    The fiscal arrangements were harsh to
Ireland;   she was to   contribute   two   seventeenths   to  the
Imperial expenditure, a proportion certainly in excess;  her
trade was somewhat further enlarged, and ultimately was to be
completely free; but the commercial benefits, which, Castle-
reagh declared,  would   follow   the   Union,  have   not  been